
RESPOND TO PANDEMIC’S IMPACT ON STUDENT LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENT

The Boerne ISD Board of Trustees and community would like to express its gratitude to the Texas State Legislature for
its passage of House Bill 3 in the 86th legislative session. HB 3 has had a positive impact on districts throughout Texas.

 
Our school district’s priorities this year focus on protecting the progress made by HB 3, while working within the

financial constraints that the state and its ISD’s face due to the COVID19 pandemic and utilizing federal COVID19 relief
aid to eliminate any gaps in student learning and achievement due to the pandemic.

 

PREPARING FOR FUTURE K-12 FUNDING AND CONTINUED PROPERTY TAX COMPRESSION

ADDRESS THE IMPACT OF RECAPTURE & FAST GROWTH

PRESERVE LOCAL CONTROL AND FLEXIBILITY

LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES

f o r  8 7 t h  T e x a s  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n

B o e r n e  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

We support HB 3’s requirement for the Legislative Budget Board to identify new sources of revenue and encourage
the legislature to use this revenue to both adequately fund K-12 education as well as continued property tax
compression.

This would help ease future financial challenges that many districts may face.
Give local districts increased flexibility on how to adopt the second additional golden penny granted in 2019. 

We advocate for the elimination of unfunded mandates

Give ISD’s maximum flexibility to utilize federal COVID relief aid to raise student achievement and eliminate any
learning gaps due to the pandemic. This aid includes the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act (CRRSAA) of December 2020 and the Elementary and Secondary Emergency Relief Funding
(ESSER III) of March 2021.

We support the continuation of STAAR for the 2020-21 school year as a necessary diagnostic tool to assess where our
students stand in academic achievement. To know how serious the COVID19 slide is we need to measure it, and
state accountability testing helps accomplish this.

We strongly support the notion that teachers are essential workers and in-person learning is an essential activity. 

Due to higher than expected property appraisal growth and lower than anticipated enrollment, Chapter 49 districts
will pay $700 million more in recapture than originally anticipated in the current budget. This helped reduce the
state’s K-12 funding obligation for the 2020-21 biennial budget.

Fast growth Chapter 49 districts face the double challenge of having lower WADA than expected and no financial
benefit from the hold-harmless funding adopted by TEA due to continued growth, albeit at a lower level of growth
than forecast.

The Fast Growth Allotment was originally intended to benefit school districts that were achieving such high growth in
student populations that it necessitated significant facility and staffing needs. The statute and rules as instituted in
HB 3 allowed some smaller schools (with growth of as few as 15 students) to qualify due to it only being based on a
quartile system. We recommend eliminating the quartile language to ensure the districts that have facility and
staffing needs are prioritized for funding purposes.

We support continued focus to prevent recapture from once again accelerating at an unsustainable level.


